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Campus Notes from Students of YCIS

Playground
Student: Liam, Year 7, Yew Chung International School of
Shanghai, Pudong

| chose this photo because it has the whole playground and
playground equipment in it. | also like that | took the photo from
a high angle and that is why you can see most of everything
clearly. | edited it so that only the blue and green remained (two
of my favourite colours) and the other colours are gone. It makes
the colours stand out and focuses on the colours. To me it also
signifies that even if everything is grey and dark, there is still
something bright that comes in different forms. In the photo, you
can also see a part of the gym, the side of the tennis and basketball
court, and the building that has the drama room and the theatre.

Physics
Student: Alexander, Year 7, Yew Chung International School
of Shanghai, Pudong

This picture was taken in the school library. | carefully chose the
book so that it popped out of the others in color. Focusing the
camera helped even more, it gives the idea of one book that is
different from all the others. | like that there is a hand picking up a
book. | choose this photo because | especially love reading books
and visiting the library regularly. | think this picture shows the school
library perfectly. | think the idea and the picture are simple in a good
way.

Spring
Student: Caleb, Year 7, Yew Chung
International School of Shanghai, Pudong

This photo is called SPRING. It shows flowers
blooming on a sunny day. You can see a palm tree,
a blue sky and some pink flowers. This photo is
supposed to make people feel good now that winter
is over!

10 wwwijingkids.com
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FEEn
24 Chris, Year 8, Yew Chung International
School of Shanghai, Pudong

B8, BFREENTKIMS, REFIMEERSMIM
73, EHEFRANZHENE. HEERRENSES,
TRERMAOER . FITELI0I0E, RETEBEFHEN
A, BIERE. FRSESORRIRSERRE—IRE, 518
HETUHBRIRINTZE, EREMNTRRE, FHO3%, B
FINITAbAIZE S

BRZiF

24: Run Zhe, Year 9, Yew Chung International School of
Shanghai, Pudong
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24: Yi Hang, Year 8, Yew Chung International School of
Shanghai, Pudong
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Leaves

Student: Alexander, Year 7, Yew Chung International School
of Shanghai, Pudong

| found this photo on a drawer in the school. This photo has
elements of Chinese painting. The blankness of the wall and the
leaves contrast with each other. The light is different too, as the
image's inside is lighter than the image's outside. | like that the
leaves take up most of the space in the image.

2019%05-06 8% 11
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Eco-gardenin

Dulwich Shanghai Pudong DUCKS Adventure into Eco-gardening

X: Renee Wheeler (#Z@#)lETHELRIIESR)

2016538, “fEZK’ FISRERIK
B EBREMEARFLER (BFR) (R
‘BEIAER ) RIBRET —EESKRE. B
e, ER2-7TRSH) L BEESE LBXEXR
HHEARREZZR! REZFUIBINREMT
T, WEINREESHEFETNER, 2
MEFFMEAIERR . TRIME(IFFAXIED
MESHEHITIRR . XEEESHAT R, kX
FERBEERFE T REIMR, LIFEHAIE
X—FEhAIKEE.

FEFRIR, 21)LEFIE (3-485 ) F—FHK
(5-62) NEZAIIMIFR T BZRERE. [
HEAEERBL —FRILE. TEHLRF. &
I, LANBURAS ITAIZR AT R o

2018598, —FENEFIREB SIF
Mg b, E—LEKRE, RTRFAREYL
BERAISIIN . BAIMTNEAZ b, FHRRIENR
B8, BFRIIMNEK, ERERIZ, 58
2 MBRME. BATRKE, BMIIRES
H—K,

PRI F A EZEEHEEFIGR

)

in the Big
BERERYILEESESHRFERIE

97

City

E: LBEmIMEARTFRZR (H5F) 12

B . MBIIERTEIRE, AFMEMES .
REFITE(ER RIS, [ERAT, BB
Lo FHSI GRS, BETEYER. £
) UEAEXAYESEBN T, ASRM T T s, 7
HIET — ez, AUMBSMRERGS, 0:
R K. BB N 5%, BERAHR
N

KXHE, FIHIZFAENRE, TORE
X/, BETNRRER. BEXIFNEE,
BB SIS EMEMEFIKE=E A,
I EtSRENZ P ZECHZEN, —i18
RIESENRKER. ‘BEEEKERK
T, [BEERIEAREEZ, BEBEE—ET. 7 4%
#I0livia Bristowiii&. “FAIZIRETEIZIZ
5, BARGHEEEEMRE, ” 451
Lucy Wateridgetl2ist »

BE/LA, IR IseesER RS
RIS T o IS FRIMA e, HIZFIIE
NROBA. TR, HIIESZHURTHER
BOER, AR S ERSER, SRR
f, LMESHEEEFRIFRD

o, BN —FRIFRF AR S RN
MR AREENHEHERET TR BFRESERE
, T B HARMASEE, MBI
EEEEEFNED. EAMEEFHAR. 5

e, —SFRREENT “BREERE" TE,
FIESAINERFRIFRZIR, EX—X, 5
) LEFV\ R RERIE, RIEATMIL
2, REABEEIN, NMRSH(IB1amE
BHE. FHR, ZAREMEEETRRT
JUREE, XERETHIME “HHEE" 75
A TEIERAURL

S, —FENERFICEME—LEEE
IRAIHEHD, RS |E S BRI IRESE Tk,
FRREE CHIRAISRSESERE .

XEESERE T IZ RS RATEE,
St £ T —EN—E5IFEmAISERGR . 240
EEIEERA R, BARRUESS, BHE
MFaTRESSRE, LRI sERRERE
BRI ERAIGRAINS #ERRER; Eitk
ML EipE. WEKBINTES, &FIFF
BT BREIR,; ERREYERSRESRE. K
DIERRAGIIZF, (IS EINA OB .
ZEBPRFRNTUAMES, . BYERHTE
BB, RUZKKEERIFSE, RILUEFAZFIRIFIHER
HIERERSEIRD

tehh, BRER, SZFIEERE. fiE

SEPEMEITIER, tNOEREEE
i, FIRREE, AORNEERESERRE
L. BEENRE, AHIzEIBCEFIMER
BY, tINPIRISHEE SN
BRI (R T R AR PAE  R




]

e were fortunate enough in March

2016 to be gifted an eco-garden

from Friends of Dulwich (a group
of parent volunteers). Since then, we have had
children (ranging in ages from 2-7) experience what
gardening can be like whilst living in such a big
city as Shanghai! Many of the children in DUCKS
haven't had the opportunity to get their hands into
the soil, see worms in their natural habitat or eat
freshly grown produce that they have grown from
seed to plate. The garden has brought so much
learning into the lives of the children and their
teachers as we embark on a journey of what an
eco-garden looks like in Shanghai. This is what we
have undertaken this year.

At the beginning of the school year, children that
are 3-4 years old (Nursery) and 5-6 years old (Year
1), took on the adventure of gardening, along with
some Year 2 children, a group of students from our
Senior School, teachers, supportive parents and
ayi's.

In September 2018, the Year 1 children decided
to grow their own carrots. They started by de-
weeding the planters, talking about worms and
what effect they have on the soil and planting the
carrot seeds, making sure they were evenly spaced
out. Every so often, the children would go out and
water the carrots but unfortunately, they struggled
to grow. The children were a little disappointed
but are ready and willing to try again now that it is
spring. The Nursery children have enjoyed learning
all about how to grow vegetables in the organic
garden. The children spent time in the garden
weeding and getting the soil ready for planting. As
the children, parents and teachers toiled in the soil,

they found worms that the children learned are

good for the soil and help the plants to grow. With
the help of the DUCKS community, the children
planted vegetable seeds and also created a garden
bed where they planted an array of common house
hold vegetables like onions, garlic, carrots and
potatoes to see if they would grow.

Throughout the winter months the Nursery
children tried their best through the wind and
rain to nurture the seedlings and hoped that they
would grow. As the weather began to warm up,
the children discovered that the lettuces and other
vegetables had in fact grown and continue to grow.
The children have shared their excitement with their
parents and teachers, describing the lettuces that
they have grown. “The lettuces have got big, but
we can't eat them yet, we have to wait”. Olivia
Bristow, aged 4. “We like doing the digging, and
we want to see what it tastes like.” Lucy Wateridge,
aged 4.

Throughout the next few months, the children in
Nursery will be harvesting the vegetables that have
grown in the gardens and making salads with them
that they can then enjoy during snack times. The
next step will be talking with the children about
the concept of composting and collecting raw
vegetable scraps to be placed in the compost bin to
create great nutrients for the gardens.

In Year 1, two classes did some research on how to
increase the number of bees around the garden as
the children had learned that without bees, there
will be no food for humans to eat. The children
didn’t find many bees in January, mainly because of
the weather, but decided to research which type of
plants/flowers/etc. were good for bees as the bee
population is sadly declining. The children in Year
1 raised awareness of saving the bees by holding a
‘Save The Bees’ day, sharing with the DUCKS and
Junior School community why it is so important that
we make changes in our daily lives so that the bee
population can rise again. At the end of the term,
the children were so happy to discover some bees
in our garden, fueling their desire to keep up ‘Saving

the Bees'!

For the remainder of the year, the Year 1 children
will be planting ‘bee friendly’ plants to help attract
bees to our eco-garden, putting the research that

they undertook into action.

The eco-garden has taught the children of DUCKS
so many valuable skills and lessons. When seeds
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haven’t grown, it has disappointed the children
but it has also taught them about perseverance,
responsibility and what they need to do to ensure
that the garden does produce vegetables to eat
and flowers for the bees. Planning a garden,
planting the seeds and watching them grow gives
children a sense of purpose. Making sure that the
plants get enough fertilizer, water and sun fosters
mindfulness. The concepts learned while gardening,
like composting food scraps for fertilizer or using
gathered rainwater, can show children a deep
respect and responsibility for taking care of our
planet.

Furthermore, studies show that when children
have contact with soil during activities like digging
and planting, they have improved moods, better
learning experiences and decreased anxiety. Most
importantly, the self-esteem a child gets from eating
something they have grown themselves is priceless.
The DUCKS children look forward to continuing
their adventures in the eco-garden, celebrating
what they grow and embracing challenges when
they arise.

*Written by: Renee Wheeler DUCKS Sustainability Coordinator

(with contributions from the Nursery children, teachers, and the

Year 1 children and teachers).
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Recommended Reading on Nature Education
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Guanhua Kids Garden, a Second Home for Kids
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Best Value IB PYP Candidate School -
Shanghai Xiaomiao Kindergarten
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The High School Students' Love of Art
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A Challenge To Creativity: the Value of IB Visual Arts
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An Art Student' s Journy at
Wycombe Abbey International School
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“‘Cindy \ZRELERTIFSLEIIT,
BErMEEAKIIBCHCIESEX, Mgt
REZNHMEEE, IUEN—BEEXHFES
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B, WARREMZIT, EitMs. MellorH#{R
CindyiIXFEHNZARIRBEELURITNESR, B85
LHETEZARINE RIREFRIT . XUWFEME 2R
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Understanding Nature Through Exploration
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While we would like to perceive the world as
orderly and uniformed, the real world is far from
that. Domestication of various animal and plant
species created a myopic view of what we see in
supermarkets: everything looks the same. Those of
us that have spent anytime at all in nature would
realise there are many variations to everything in
natural order. Fish from the sea come in a variety of
sizes and colours, the same litter of kittens have a
range of fur patterns, even fruits from the same tree
have the occasional random shapes and patches

that are off coloured compared to the rest.

Parents might utilize examples in nature to be a
lovely comparison in explaining to their children not
everyone looks, behaves, or has the same abilities
as they do. Diversity is an essential component in
human societies, and essential to what is natural of
our planet. As children mingle and join the complex
social fabric of a community, they soon discover
that there are different personalities (some children
are more chatty, while others are more reserved),
different interests (some like drawing, others like
mathematics), varying talents and abilities (some
are really good at chess, while others, athletics
-all changeable and dependent on situation), and
perhaps different skin colours and nationalities.
Circumstantial factors can introduce challenges
that children may not have encountered personally
(car accidents, birth defects, or various childhood
disorders). At this point, parents could capitalize
this and introduce what is diversity, along with
other wider and important topics such as respect,
disability, ethics, kindness, fairness, performing
within our best capabilities, teamwork, and
supporting others.

This can also be a space for parents to teach their
children to look beyond the surface: That first

impressions may not be the best representations,
and that there are circumstantial factors to

behaviours that may at first seem unusual.

The boy with the foul mood and bad temper could
be struggling to express himself appropriately
because he experiences him emotions far more
intensely than others.

The girl with the strange arm band or crutches
could be recovering from a traumatic car accident
and is now feeling jittery and easily startled.

The new boy joining the class with a strange accent
could be really sad because he just said good bye to

his best friend who is now miles away.

The girl that just wouldn't sit still is someone that
really loves physical activities and wants to play all
day.

Yet underneath all that is a living, breathing person
that has feelings, interests, and a unique personality.
That they too need nourishment, acceptance,
and warm, gentle human connections. Parents
could use this opportunity to introduce kindness,
patience, trust and social creativity to their children.
Imagine if everyone did everything exactly the same,
we would all just look and behave like clones!

In fact, diversity sometimes actually gives us an
edge (many ground breaking ideas and innovations
came from unusual and nonconforming minds -
the smart phones and computers that we so heavily
depend on came from technological ‘geeks’ that
truly thought out of the box). Picasso, Da Vinci,
Jackson Pollard all painted unconventionally, thus
creating the vibrant and lavish aesthetics that we
call art today. If not anything useful, sometimes
it is just plain old good fun (have you met a kid
that could curl their tongue 3 ways?). Imagine if
everyone in class all likes the same thing, does the
exact same activity, to the exact same ability, that
probably wouldn’t make school much fun would it?

However, it is also important to remind your child

DIEEE=E
of boundaries and discipline. Teaching them to
differentiate being different, and being disruptive.
As an institution, school requires certain schedules
and confines in order to operate smoothly. Not all
‘variations’ can be tolerated at all times, especially
when it comes to personal safety. Teaching your
child what is acceptable ‘play’ and what constitutes
as 'harm’ is essential. Children should also learn
where they can seek support and assistance when
things are not going well for them.

As parents, you guide and coach your child through
life. When they meet individuals that socialise
differently, this can be a great learning opportunity
for your child to adapt to different types of people,
that each person’s version of friendliness and
social interaction can vary from the format that
they are accustomed to. Learning to establish new
friendships, negotiate play and resolve disputes
with a wide range of personalities can be a great
social asset for many years to come. While not
every attempt will be successful, encouraging them
to try different ways to establish new friendships,
negotiating boundaries, and being accepting can
be one of the greatest lessons you teach your child.

on Unsplash

Dr.KC Lee
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Learning at MACIS Shanghai will be a creative,

challenging and rewarding experience for your
child. They will be inspired by both Chinese and
International teachers to be personally, socially
and academically ambitious.
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Please visit our official website to join our
Family Campus Tour and learn maore about our
school.
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